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—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period for Response ^ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM THE 

MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. _ 

- If the period for response specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a response within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered ttmely. 

- If NO period for response is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status ^ i , 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on^ L ££z * — — 

^This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

P Cjajm ^ / ~ ^ 3 _____ i S / ar e pending in the application. 

Of the above claim(s) ~~ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s)_ — is/are al,owed - 

Hdaim(s) L^±I is/ar * ^ ected - 

□ Claim(s)- is/are objected to. 

□ Ciaim(s) — - are sub i ect to r ^ striction or election 

* requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

D The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on_ is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All nSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . * 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: — * 

Attachment(s) 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other — _ _ 
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Claims 1-3 and 5-15 are rejected under 35 USC 102 as anticipated by Carson, Fromont or 
Bernstein for the specific reasons set forth in paper no. 6 (10-29-01). 

Claims 4 and 6-23 are rejected under 35 USC 102 as anticipated by Yamamura or 
Bernstein. 

Applicants argue that "none of the referenced applications teach or suggest forming a 
sensor by employing one stimulation method at one location within the sensor and another 
method at another location". The referenced patens are in stark contrast to the concept of the 
present invention — 

What the references do clearly show however is the structure claimed by applicant. 
Carson's piezo material is bent and stretched inherently when flexed! Applicants claims do not 
preclude many contact points for electrical outputs. 

The Fromont structure does not need to be "responsive to bending strain" to anticipate 
applicants claimed structure. Nos does Fromont need to provide one continuous uninterrupted 
film of piezo material over the entire substrate to meet the claimed structure. 

The same arguments apply to Bernstein and Yamamuro. The references do not need to 
operate in a "mixed strain mode" or have only a single electrode on each surface of a single 
continuous piezo element placed over the entire substrate to anticipate the structure defined in 
applicants claims. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Budd/ds 



05/10/02 



